Pastor’s Thoughts

Greetings saints, blessings to you and peace through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hopefully by the time you read this we will be enjoying the fruit of April showers. The May
flowers act as a hope filled reminder of the new life that is ours when Jesus Christ is our
Savior.

This month | want you to consider these verses that you will find in Matthew’s gospel. “And
a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him
and touched the fringe of His cloak; for she was saying to herself, ‘If | only touch His garment,
1 will get well.” But Jesus turning and seeing her said, ‘Daughter, take courage; your faith has
made you well.” At once the woman was made well.” Matthew 9:20-22. | also encourage you
to read the account as it is also documented in Mark’s gospel. Mark 5:25-29

Concealed withing these three verses are some critical truths that are worth your
consideration. The scene is set in Capernaum. Matthew 9:1 reveals the truth that
Capernaum is the city that Jesus call home. Christine and | spent time in Capernaum, it is a
deeply rich and very spiritual site. The town is a fisherman’s port and is a very busy place
that was filled with many opportunities for Jesus’ ministry. In Matthew 9 verse 18 we read
that Jesus was called to go to the house of a ruler whose daughter had just died. On the
way there the events of our three verses take place. Of all the places we visited in Israel,
this is the place where we could not deny the strong presence of God among us.

The “Duc In Altum” is a non-denominational chapel built to provide a place for teaching,
prayer and worship. The building is dedicated to the public life of Jesus. It documents the
transforming encounters that one experiences when they are in the presence of Jesus.
“Duc In Altum” derives its name from the gospel of Luke 5:4 where Jesus instructs Peter to
“launch out into the deep.” The building is comprised of six chapels, including the main boat
chapel, four smaller mosaic chapels and an atrium dedicated to women of faith. The
atrium is supported by eight columns, seven of which represent particular women who
followed Jesus and the eighth column which honors women of faith across time. Believe it
or not when | left the “Duc In Altum” | was in tears. | encourage you to research more
specifics about the site on the website www.magdala.org

In the lower level of the “Duc In Altum” was a chapel named the encounter chapel. It was
in this chapel that story of Matthew 9:20-22 and Mark 5:25-29 is captured by a large
painting entitled “Encounter.”

| hope that through this reading you might find inspiration in your own personal way to
encounter Jesus through scripture. In the text you might noticed that the woman with the
issue of blood is not named. We do not know much about the woman, but these verses
preserve a special place for her in Scripture. That truth alone should encourage us to dig a
little deeper into the meaning of the text.

What is it about Jesus that compelled the woman to live with this enormous faith in Christ?
First, we should notice that the gospels reveal the truth that Jesus is full of mercy. We see
it over and over as Jesus ministers to people that we might call “marginalized.” People that
Jesus ministered to deserved nothing because they had nothing in the realm of social
status. Jesus was merciful to sinners. The woman knew the truth and the truth compelled
her to Him.

Second Jesus is filled with compassion. His compassion was evident as He interacted in
people’s lives. That does not mean He never became frustrated with the behavior of His
disciples. He also was openly angry at the religious leaders. But for the sick and the
disinherited, Jesus showed His compassion. A synonym for compassion is sympathy. Jesus
identifies with His people; He comes alongside of us in our lives and His presence gives us
strength when we are suffering. Compassion for the plight of sinful human beings is the
reason He was incarnate. Jesus has compassion because He is Immanuel. That is God with
us. That is part of what our Christian hope is built on. We are never alone.

Third is the truth that Jesus possesses full authority over all the world that He has created.
That includes us. Up to and until this point in His ministry Jesus demonstrated His authority
with His words. He taught with authority. When someone speaks well or persuasively, we
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are likely to believe they have command of the English language. But Jesus authority is not limited to be only over
words, His authority extends over disease. In Christ the lame walk, the blind see, the deaf hear. Jesus importantly
possesses authority over death, He brings life to those whom He chooses to receive life. He also commands the sea and
the storms to be calm. In Matthew 28:18, all authority in heaven and on earth is given to Jesus.

Finally, we should understand that Jesus is love. The woman who touched Him was unknown, but she was one of
Israel’s lost sheep. It is for the lost that Jesus came to earth. John 3:16 tells us that the Father was compelled by His love
for us to send us His Son to die in our place. Love then compelled Jesus to complete the will of His Father for our
salvation.

We now know what Jesus is filled with, but we should also understand about the composition of the woman.

First the words reveal what her life is not filled with. She is not pretentious, she s not presumptuous, and she is not
arrogant. She does not assume the right to place herself in front of Jesus, as if she was worthy of being before Him.
Jesus was busy, his days were filled by requests from dignitaries and religious leaders, she did not demand Jesus pay
attention to her, as if she was the only one that matters. She has no social status; she had no money because for twelve
years she spent everything she had to find the cure for her bleeding.

Based on her circumstances we might assume she had no hope. “No hope” is her reality when all we see is medical
establishments or insurance companies. They let her down. They fail us more often than we would like. | told Hannah
today that | am thankful that my assurance is not based on insurance or medical communities. Christian hope is way
more powerful than any hope the world offers to us. Despite the incredible accumulated knowledge of man, the human
body by and large remains a mystery.

The woman according to my understanding did not lack hope. Her hope was based on the right and only source for
hope. His name is Jesus. He is the source of my hope, | pray He is your source for hope as well.

Back to the woman, she had a bleeding issue for twelve years. She was in her culture considered to be filled with
uncleanness. Nobody wanted to have contact with uncleanness lest they become defiled by her blood. Jesus did not
consider that a problem, His desire was for her to be made whole. Jesus made her clean. It is important for us to accept
that Jesus, not the pastor, has power to heal us and make us clean. Sorry to disappoint you.

One other thing filled the woman. She was filled with faith. Think about that in the context of Jesus chastising His
disciples because they lacked faith. “Lord, | believe, help me in my unbelief.” The lack of faith in our lives saddens our
Savior. The religious leaders angered Jesus by their lack of faith, they of all people should have known better.

In faith we come to Jesus. We come with our hands full of sin, with our lives filled with uncleanness, and Jesus makes us
whole.

The most beautiful thing that we should understand from Mark’s account of the story is that Jesus gave the nameless
woman a name. Scripture tells us, He turned, He saw her, He looked at her and He said, ‘Take heart, daughter.’

By faith she was named a child of God. the text shows us who Jesus is, it shows us who we are or at worst who we
should be in faith. Are you wondering where your life fits in this context of the story. Your life is the life exemplified by
the woman who knows by faith that a simple encounter with Christ, even as simple as touching the hem of His clothing
would bring the power of His healing to her. Your healing is within your reach.

Is Jesus healing limited to the physical? I'll answer that, no it is not limited in any way. Sometimes the healing we
require is healing for our souls. Restored to life by Christ He allows us to live with His peace.

May God bless you as you encounter Him in His Word.
Be blessed to be a blessing.

Pastor George
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June AND July newsletter and
calendar items are due by
Thursday, May 18th.

Items can be emailed to:

holmeslutheran@gmail.com
Thanks!
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S missions and also needed items fol

church. Whatever offering is not

designated for the church will go t
Home Circle.

Thank you
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