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Grace to you and peace. In Christ I greet all the saints who gather to worship 
under the roof of our beloved church home. We are a blessed people not by virtue of 
a roof to cover our heads, but by virtue of Jesus Christ whose life lived without sin 
provides us with the sufficient covering of His righteousness. We thank and praise 
God. His mercy endures and His grace is given to all who receive forgiveness for their 
sins and our assurance of an eternal heavenly home by faith in Christ alone. 

The first week of April is a big moment in the Christian church. Beginning   
Sunday April 2nd and culminating on Sunday April 9th we celebrate what has come to 
be known as Holy Week. Another name for Holy week is Passion week. Passion week 
is so named because of the passion with which Jesus willingly went to His cross in   
order to pay for the sins of His people. (The events of the Passion are described in the 
Gospels of Matthew chapters 21-27, Mark chapters 11-15, Luke chapters 19-23, and 
John chapters 19-23.) 

Jesus Christ was consumed by one thought as he moved ever closer to the 
task he was sent to complete on His cross. His desire to complete the will of His Father 
for the salvation of mankind from sin could not be stopped from happening. The    
passion with which Jesus approaches the plan for our salvation that should be our  
motivation to live with the same passion to love the Lord our God with our heart, soul, 
mind, and body. We should also be motivated, in Christ, to love our neighbors with 
the same sacrificial love that Jesus Christ loved us with first. Living life motivated by 
the same passion that Christ has for our salvation would result in our living above the 
evil thoughts and desires of a world drowning in sin. To live in such a world is a dream 
that will not come to be until Jesus returns to guide us into our eternal homes. For the 
time being we press through life’s mistakes, and we forgive as we have been forgiven. 

The week of passion begins Sunday April 2nd with a day we know as Palm Sunday. 
Palm Sunday is the day when Jesus triumphantly entered Jerusalem on a colt as 
prophesied by Zachariah 9:9. Jesus entered the city to the loud shouts of adoring 
crowds. Hosanna to the Son of David-Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord! The cries for salvation filled the air. Soon the excitement of anticipation        
withered to thoughts of rejection, betrayal, insults, and execution. Knowing now what 
was coming places a damper on the excitement with which we proclaim the arrival of 
our eternal King. We cannot allow human history to place a wet blanket over the 
flame of our faith. Celebrate and honor the moment when Christ entered your heart.  
(Matthew 21:1-11)  

Following Sunday was Monday. Monday is celebrated by the Eastern Orthodox as   
Holy Monday. It was the day when Jesus cleansed the Temple. It was the day Jesus 
was praised by the children and the day that Jesus cursed the fig tree. (Matthew 21:12
-22)  

Holy Tuesday followed as the day when Jesus challenged the Pharisees about         
marriage in heaven, paying tribute to Caesar, and the source of His authority 
(Matthew 21:23-23:39) It was also the day when Jesus may have commented on the 
widow’s donation and was approached by a number of God-fearing Greeks. Finally on 
Tues it is recognized as the day when Jesus pronounced the seven woes against the 
Pharisees and on that evening delivered what is know as the Olivet discourse 
(Matthew 24-25) 

Following Holy Tuesday as you have guessed is Holy Wednesday which is celebrated 
by some as “Spy Wednesday.” It was traditionally held to be the day when Jesus was 
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 Pastor’s Thoughts 
Continued... 

anointed by Mary Magdalene with expensive nard called Spikenard (Matthew 26:6-13) It is known as Spy 
Wednesday because it is thought to be the day that Judas     conspired with the local authorities to betray Jesus. 
(Mathew 26:14-16) 

Maundy Thursday follows next. Maundy is derived from the Latin word for “Command.” The command             
corresponds with Jesus’ command to take eat this is my body and take and drink this cup is the New Testament 
of my blood for the forgiveness of sin. It is the day we celebrate in our tradition and the night that we will receive 
the body and blood of our Lord for the forgiveness of our sins. As we celebrate His Supper, we are called to      
remain focused on God and the Work He has promised and avoid being compelled to participate because of the 
ritual. Some also celebrate this day with a foot washing to remember how Christ humbled Himself as He washed 
the feet of His disciples. We look to and read from Philippians 2:1-11 for encouragement, “If there is any          
encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy   
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.”         
Philippians 2:1-2. I encourage you to read the rest as you are prepared for worship on Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday as we know it is also known as Holy Friday. It is the Friday the immediately precedes Resurrection 
Sunday or Easter Sunday. We know that this is the day when Jesus was crucified on His cross. We know what the 
Romans soldiers did to Christ was not good. Why then do we call it good Friday? It is good because of the work of 
Christ that was finished for sinners like us. Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates His own love for us in this, while we 
were still sinners Christ dies for us.” First Peter 3:18 tells us, “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.” We           
celebrate Good Friday by a reading the Passion History and nailing our confession of sin to a cross that we will 
erect in the sanctuary. 

Between Good Friday and Easter Sunday lies Holy Saturday. Holy Saturday is the day when Jesus rested from His 
work of providing for our salvation. When Jesus died, He cried out, “It is Finished!” with His words Jesus declares 
that there no longer remains a price for us to pay for our sins. All the wages of our sins have been paid for in full 
by Jesus. Today He rests. Tomorrow He will raise fully alive just as He remains fully alive and living in us today. 

We arrive on Sunday with the anticipation of our Risen Lord and Savior. We know that because He lives, we too 
will rise to live with Him in Eternity.  Easter Sunday has many traditions associated with it. Most are associated 
with pagan tradition. I always like the thought of Resurrection Sunday because our Risen Lord is the foundation 
of our faith and the reason we gather each Sunday for worship. Without the resurrection we loose the promise of 
God for an eternal home that is the result of our living by faith in the One True God. Investigate and meditate on 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 

The thoughts of the Passion, all point us to the cross of Christ. At the Cross we are provided with hope for a     
glorious tomorrow. We sing together in the cross of Christ I glory, the words proclaim the reason for our hope 
that is built on the Rock that is Jesus Christ. 

Come and worship at Holmes during Holy Week. We will worship on Thursday April 6th, 2023 (Maundy Thursday/ 
Holy Communion), Friday April 7th, 2023 (Good Friday) and Sunday April 9th, 2023 (Resurrection Sunday). Please 
refer to the bulletins for the details. 

Be blessed to be a blessing. 

Pastor George  
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Holmes Lutheran Church 

2139 Hancock Avenue 

Clarion, IA 50525 
 

www.HolmesLutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/holmeslutheranchurch 
 
 

Pastor George Lautner 

Cell:  412-874-9878 

Email:  aflcgeo@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Secretary  - Jill Gangestad 

Cell: 515-689-0282 

Email: HolmesLutheran@gmail.com 

 

 

May newsletter and calendar 
items are due by                                       

Thursday, April 13th.   

Items can be emailed to:  

holmeslutheran@gmail.com 

Thanks! 

 

Home Circle 
Wednesday, April 5th @1:30pm  

Devotions/Lesson: Naomi Lette 

Hostess: Nancy Rosendahl 

 

Altar Flowers: 
Marguerite Wagner 

Jana Gangestad 

 

APRIL 

1– Dean Larson 

4 – Logan Gangestad 

11– Sarah Hill 

David Wilson 

13– Jim Gangestad 

22– Barb Jergenson 

24– Duane Steffenson 

30– Ryan Reed 
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 APRIL HAPPENINGS 
 

Thursday, April 6-                            

Maundy Thursday & Holy Communion 

“Water and Blood” 

Friday, April 7- 

Good Friday 

“The Old Rugged, Wooden Cross 

Sunday, April 9- 

Resurrection Sunday 

Promised Land of Milk & Honey 


