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For all the saints who love God and worship Him under the roof of the Holmes 
Evangelical Lutheran church, my prayer for you is always for peace as we live and 
strive together in the joy that is ours in Christ. 

March is upon us. With March comes the promise that spring will soon be 
here. At least that was the promise assumed until we lived in North Dakota. When 
we lived in the frozen north, we heard the much-anticipated words of the weather 
prognosticator Phil with great disregard. Hearing that spring is six weeks away was 
something we laughed away as wishful thinking. We have not yet experienced 
spring in Iowa. We can only hope that our first March here in God’s country ushers 
in a true hope for spring.   

  March 2023 is for us in the church a time of reflection. We look at our     
reflection and we are convinced that we are sinful human beings who live in a 
world that is increasingly being redefined by its self-serving desire for sin. Identified 
by our reflection as sinful and unclean, we look around the world and wonder are 
our hopes for better days are as unrealistic as the hope that North Dakotan’s have 
for spring’s arrival in March? 

  We are in the season of lent. Lent is the time when we come to understand 
how far short, we fall when we are confronted with God’s demand for perfection 
from us in our lives. There is not one of us, including your pastor, who has achieved 
God’s demand for perfection. In that truth life becomes a vain striving after     
something we will never apprehend. When we look at our reflection in the mirror 
life appears to be a hopeless endeavor that does not, because it cannot, end well. 
This is the truth that God wants us to see. That truth cements in us our need for a 
Savior who is Jesus Christ. It is as if Lent is like a North Dakota winter, a relentless 
attack on our hope that spring is coming. The edge of every long dark winter is    
diminished by the sun that rises higher in the sky every day. As Christ rises in our 
lives, our excitement for better days increases. 

The season of lent lasts for six weeks, the same amount of time Phil says 
winter will last. According to the groundhog the second week of March marks the 
end of the cold winter. Spring will come and the hope of green grass and blooming 
flowers will lighten the load that winter has heaped on us. Heaped on us seems to 
me to be the plight of the Christian during lent, our sins accumulate around us like 
drifts of snow. We might ask when will we be relieved of our burden? I could tell 
you in six weeks you will feel better because in six weeks we celebrate our risen 
Savior. But why should we wait six weeks? I suggest to you that during these six 
weeks of introspection, look at yourself and see your sins in the light of you risen 
Savior Jesus Christ. Know in your heart that for the sake of Jesus Christ forgiveness 
belongs to you. In this season of lent instead of beating yourself up over your sinful 
and unclean nature, use the time to repent of your sins. And receive Jesus promise 
that you in faith you are forgiven. In Christ the promise of newness of life springs 
upon us and our hope is restored. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us, “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our       
sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
inequities; the chastening of our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we 
are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us have turned to his own   
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 Pastor’s Thoughts 
Continued... 

way; but Yahweh has caused the iniquity of all of us to fall on Him.” Isaiah 53:4-6 

I am not a rocket scientist, but what I hear God saying as He speaks truth to me through His Spirit is 
our winter is over when our lives are found in Christ. Isaiah wrote about our future when we live with faith in 
Christ. So that you know, I love the picture God paints with His Word. He wrote, “The wilderness and the     
desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it will blossom profusely and rejoice 
with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon, they 
will see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble, say 
to those with an anxious heart take courage, fear not, behold your God will come with vengeance; the             
recompence of God will come, but He will save you. The eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears of the deaf will 
be unstopped, the lame will leap like a deer, the tongue of the mute will shout with joy, the waters will break 
forth in the wilderness and the streams in the Arabah, the scorched land will become a pool and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; in the haunt of Jackals its resting place, grass become reeds and rushes. A highway will 
be there, a roadway, and it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it. But it will be 
for him who walks that way, the fools will not wander on it. No lion will be there, nor will any vicious beast go 
there, but the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return, and will come with joyful 
shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
will flee away.” Isaiah 35 

Today, the life and the good are placed before you in Christ. The only snow when we are found        
together in Christ is the likeness we assume when we have been washed in Jesus’ blood. Washed and clothed 
with His righteousness we press on toward our upward call God has given to all who walk with faith.  

We reflect upon our lives, and it is easy to become discouraged by the reality of our sin. In sin our lives 
are dried up and dead, in sin flowers don’t grow, they wither, and they die. This season of lent, I want you to 
be encouraged to look at your life and the lives of your neighbors in the light of Christ. His light shines on us 
and adds perspective that allows us to leap like a deer and shout with joy because we know that our            
Redeemer lives. Because He lives so do, we. In Him we are restored to life. In Christ our sins wages have been 
redeemed. In Him we wear the crown of everlasting joy as we walk humbly on the highway that He has       
prepared for us to walk on.  

Today sin declares that we are nothing but dust and ashes, tomorrow springs forth with eternal joy 
and gladness, when our lives are found secure in Christ. Be blessed by the truth of our resurrected Lord and 
by the promise of God that He has come and fulfilled and will come again to fulfill. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor George   
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Holmes Lutheran Church 

2139 Hancock Avenue 

Clarion, IA 50525 
 

www.HolmesLutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/holmeslutheranchurch 
 
 

Pastor George Lautner 

Cell:  412-874-9878 

Email:  aflcgeo@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Secretary  - Jill Gangestad 

Cell: 515-689-0282 

Email: HolmesLutheran@gmail.com 

 

 

April newsletter and calendar 
items are due by                                       

Thursday, March 16th.   

Items can be emailed to:  

holmeslutheran@gmail.com 

Thanks! 

 

Home Circle 
Wednesday, March 1st~   

1:30pm  

Devotions/Lesson: Naomi Lette 

Hostess: Mary Jane Derscheid 

 

Altar Flowers: 
Jayne Pate 

 

MARCH 

3– Jayne Pate 

6– Benson Burres 

8– Annette Odland 

11– Tom Thornton 

18– Zoie Steffenson 

20– Galen Andrews 
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 MARCH HAPPENINGS 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS- 

     Meal and Fellowship at 6pm 

     Lenten services at 7pm  

    “Promised Treasures” 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME begins Sunday, 

March 12th 

Bev Nelsen 

1200 2nd St SW  Apt 8 

Clarion, IA 50525 


