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Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I greet you in the blessed name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

This is the month that our culture sets aside to honor those who we love. Tradition says honor each 
other with chocolates, hearts, and flowers. Maybe you celebrate love with a romantic dinner across 
a table set with fine linens, crystal, silver, and China dinnerware. Maybe you celebrate with the one 
you love wrapped beneath a warm blanket in front of a fire, toasting marshmallows and enjoying 
music and a beverage that you both enjoy. Each tradition brings with it a certain sentimentality, they 
all paint a picture of what Hallmark says love is supposed to look like. Why do we listen to Hallmark 
when we refuse to hear and listen to God?  

I say all of that because I want to challenge your perception of love and the depth of love that we 
are to have for others. Scripture tells us that our love is to be for all men. Love is testified to through 
many ways. One way God shows us love is through marriage, our marriages on earth should point us 
to acknowledge the marriage vow Jesus makes to His bride the church. 

In marriage established by God, love is set apart to be shared between one man and one woman. 
Does the marriage mandate limit whom we can and cannot love? Yes, God has created woman from 
man, they are set apart to be joined together through a covenant established and superintended by 
God. God brings them together. Together they form an unbreakable union that God established to 
populate the earth. The love between a woman and a man is holy, it is special. Marriage is           
established with unique work to do. Love and the marriage bed is established by God through His 
Word. That truth should not be argued.  

Marriage is about love shared. Is the possibility of a man who loves another man, or a woman who 
loves another woman valid? The answer to that is yes. That love is real. We are created to love and 
there are times when love, caring, and compassion for each comes from the same sex. The world 
sees that love and confuses it for the special love that God has created for marriage.  Confusion 
does not negate the deep emotional bonds that develops between people of the same sex. That 
love is valid, it is real deep love. I personally know many people who deeply love and care for their 
partner that are of the same sex. I admit that I love other men deeply, I love other women deeply, in 
that love I commit myself to their spiritual wellbeing. It does not mean I want to share God’s gift of 
sex with them. My love for them is not the same love that I have for my dear wife, our love is a   
special kind of love that God has established in our hearts. Our love is the kind of love that is made 
to endure and complete life as God intended life to be completed.  

This past New Year’s Eve, I officiated a wedding ceremony. The guest list was diverse.  Among the 
guests there were some who disagreed with my traditional understanding of marriage. I did not 
change the message. I spoke from the book of Ruth. A careful reading of Ruth reveals different   
aspects of love. There is an example of love between two women named Ruth and Naomi. The book 
culminates with special love that is reserved for the marriage bed. We did not all agree but, in our 
hearts, God gave us grace to love each other without condition. In the end we were able to continue 
to love each other as we celebrated the special uniting love of the groom to his bride.   

Do I condone and encourage the thought that sin is acceptable? No, but I want all of us to know the 
truth that their love is valid and that humans can take love and rationalize that it is a reason for sin. 
When compassionate, heartfelt caring between and man and another man, or between a woman 
and another woman crosses the line reserved for sex and a marriage then that love becomes sin. It 
dishonors God and His intent for marriage.  

Some also confuse sex with love. They contend that if we love each other sex should be the normal 
result. Our emotions draw each other close and then our physical bodies take over. We confuse 
sexual pleasure with love. Men and women having sex outside of the parameters that God has    
established for sex is called adultery. God creates sex to be holy. Sex is sanctified for marriage. 
When sex, that we confuse with love, occurs outside of marriage the act, the sex act dishonors God. 
Human beings are sinful and unclean. I understand the problem, I have the same problem. My  
problem tells me that I need Jesus to save me from who I am in sin. I understand why we become 
confused by our old sin nature that by doing something that we assume is love for others is only 
love for satisfying our own libido. God calls this problem pride. When you dig deep you will find that 
the root of all sin is love for satisfying the cravings of our heart. 

Ruth loved Naomi, she said to her, “Do not urge me to leave you or to turn back from following you; 
for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge, your people will be my people, and your 
God, my God. Where you die, I will die and there I will be buried. Thus, may the Lord do to me, and 
worse, if anything but death parts you and me.” Ruth 1:16-17 I would be an idiot to deny that real 
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 Pastor’s Thoughts 
Continued... 

love existed between Ruth and Naomi. The love they shared was self-denying love. Ruth sacrificed her home, her family, and her 
god, as a testimony for her love for the other woman Naomi. In love for each other they lived together, supported each other, 
vowed to never leave each other until death separated them, yet they were not married. Love between women and love between 
men is reality. My love for all in Christ allows me the grace to provide wisdom about the limits of that love. Sex and marriage are the 
fruit of tree reserved for one man and one woman, that marriage is preserved by the presence of God’s covenantal blessing. 

There was another love story in Ruth. The story began in a field much like our Iowa fields. There was man named Boaz. He was the 
owner of the fields; he was also remotely related to Naomi. Boaz witnessed the compassionate love that Ruth held for Naomi. Boaz 
noticed Ruth’s devotion to Naomi. He also noticed that she was easy on the eyes. Boaz attraction to her prompted him to provide 
grain for them.  

Naomi wanted the best for Ruth, she saw in Boaz a man who would redeem Ruth after the death of her son, and Ruth’s husband 
Mahlon. There was an obstacle to overcome before that marriage could take place. And by God’s grace the obstacle to their       
marriage was legally removed. To resolve the problem Boaz sat before the council. They served as witnesses to the upright nature 
of the deal.  

Boaz paid Naomi for her land that she inherited from her late husband Elimelech. The land purchase came with a promise to care 
for Ruth. Caring for Ruth was the reason Boaz wanted to buy the land. Boaz loved Ruth, he cared for her before marriage, and it was 
his intention to receive Ruth as his wife and he promised her to care for her until death separated them. 

Boaz came to Ruth on their marriage bed. “And the Lord enabled Ruth to conceive,” Ruth 4:13b Their son was born, and his name 
was Obed.  Obed became a father, and he had a son named Jesse, who was the father of King David. Through David’s heritage a son 
named Joseph was born Joseph was the husband of Mary who carried and delivered a son born of The Holy Spirit named Jesus.  

Boaz love for Ruth was consummated on their wedding night. God blessed their marriage. He honors them by opening the barren 
womb of Ruth. Through their love we are blessed to be born to us a child who is our Savior.  

Different forms of love are revealed to us in Ruth’s story. Each kind of love is affirmed, one kind of love is set apart as love destined 
for a covenant of marriage. God establishes the covenant of marriage; God keeps the covenant valid through His presence is the 
lives of the bride and groom.  

Can culture define a marriage? It can, and it has done so already. These cultural marriages are simple contracts written between 
two vulnerable sinners. When life does not go as planned, when sin enters a marriage and corrupts it the marriage contract is     
broken. We call that divorce. 

A marriage blessed by God is between a man and a woman. Men and women entering the covenant of marriage save sex until they 
promise each other only to each other before God. In faith in Christ, they are untied with Christ to be together until death separates 
them.   

One more point about sacrificial love. We break vows each time that we sin.  Our sin voids human contracts, if Jesus’ love for us was 
by nature contractual we would be in dire straits. However, His love for His bride is not a contract. It is a covenantal promise that 
Jesus gives us to preserve through His blood. The covenant He makes to all believers proclaims the glory of His father’s redemptive 
plan. Jesus love for us is sacrificial love He gave His life to redeem us from our broken vows. We know this kind of love by the grace 
with which it is preserved. 

Think about that grace. Be encouraged to incorporate grace in the forms of love we are blessed to participate in. 

This may not be the February message you thought you would be reading. Its intent is to stir in your soul, feelings, and questions for 
God. The intent is to make you think. May God bless you with His truth in the struggle. As you struggle remember that Christ died 
for you, His death, resurrection, and life all declare His devotion to love you as His presence resurrects His life in you. Thank you for 
taking the time to explore my thoughts. I know my sermons and my letters are longer than you are accustomed to. My rational    
being is that you are more valuable to God than you can know. For me to cut them short would not honor the value Christ holds for 
you.   

 

Be blessed to be a blessing, I remain yours in Christ. 

Pastor George 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Holmes Lutheran Church 

2139 Hancock Avenue 

Clarion, IA 50525 
 

www.HolmesLutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/holmeslutheranchurch 
 
 

Pastor George Lautner 

Cell:  412-874-9878 

Email:  aflcgeo@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Secretary  - Jill Gangestad 

Cell: 515-689-0282 

Email: HolmesLutheran@gmail.com 

 

 

March newsletter and calendar 
items are due by                                       

Thursday, February 16th.   

Items can be emailed to:  

holmeslutheran@gmail.com 

Thanks! 

 

Home Circle 
Wednesday, February 1st~   

1:30pm  

Devotions/Lesson: Naomi Lette 

Hostess: Barb Larson 

 

Altar Flowers: 
Joan Gangestad 

 

FEBRUARY 

6– Maverick Burres 

9– Grant Gangestad 

Kevin Johnson 

11– Vicki Iverson 

Mary Jane Derscheid 

14– Rick Manning 

16– Kaylyn Gangestad 

26– Gale Draves 

Max Gangestad 

28– Kevin Reed 

Brayden Johnson 
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FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS 

 

Saturday, February 11th–  

Free Lutheran Bible College  

PROCLAIM CHOIR: MY REDEEMER LIVES 

 

Wednesday, February 22nd–  

Ash Wednesday Service 


